Interwar Years

10th Grade Research Paper Assignment

In the 1920s, many people thought that they were living in a time of peace, prosperity and political democracy.  However, only twenty years after the Treaty of Versailles, the major world powers were at war again.  In addition to lingering tension from the Great War, Europe faced severe economic problems, especially the worldwide economic crisis beginning in 1929.  Entire nations fell into unemployment and despair.  As an answer to hard times, powerful, authoritarian regimes led by dictators took control of various governments in Europe.  

The goal of this assignment is to examine the 1920s and 1930s and the rise of totalitarianism.  Your task is to choose one of the following research questions to focus your research on.  You will then write a five to seven (5-7) page paper around this question.  The paper should be typed and double-spaced and draw on a minimum of 7 sources, at least five of which should be print (or published) sources, and one needs to be a primary source.
Research Questions:

· What factors led to Hitler’s rise to power?  What tools did he use to get and maintain total control over German society?

· Did Stalin further the goals of the Russian Revolution or consolidate power for its own end?

· Despite being a brutal fascist leader, Mussolini was loved by the Italian people.   Consider whether this was based on propaganda or actual changes he made to Italian society.

· How did Totalitarian governments use propaganda to maintain control over their people?  (Choose either Germany or Russia)

· Many historians call the Spanish Civil War the “dress rehearsal” for World War II.  Is this statement correct?  Why or why not?

· How was Dadaism or Surrealism a product of its time? (choose one)

· “There were few or no differences between right-wing and left-wing dictatorships in the 1920s.”  Evaluate this statement with specific reference to fascism in Italy or Germany and communism in Russia.

