Causes of the Great War

I. “M.A.I.N” Long Term Causes of the Great War

A. Militarism-aggressive preparation for war
· Military = symbol of glory, prestige (glorified – war is romantic and great)
· War=valid means of foreign policy
· Valued strength
· Especially strong military tradition in Germany

· All this led to a climate of paranoia and mutual suspicion As:
· All countries built big militaries (all except GB had compulsory conscription) and ARMS Race (weapons, battleships “dreadnaughts” etc…)
· The Naval Defense Act 1889- GB had a policy that its navy had to be at least the size of the next two nations combined.
B. Alliances – militarism led to fear and distrust, led to pledges to 


        defend one another if attacked and countries formed alliances

1. 1882 – Triple Alliance 
· Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy (Central Powers in war) – 
· Why did the Triple Alliance Form? (German fears) Prompted by Bismarck, worried mostly about France (remember Franco-Prussia war 1871 – knew they were bitter, old enemies)

· Knew France wouldn’t attack without help

· Bismarck made a friendship with Russia in 1881, but in 1890 Kaiser Wilhelm became leader of Germany and dumped Russia…  So Russia joined with:

2. 1904 – Triple Entente
· France, Great Britain, Russia
· Started 1894 – Russia no longer allied w/ Germany looked for other allies

· Both nervous about Germany – geography and France bitter +isolated

3. To make things more complicated…
· Germany also signed a treaty w/ Ottoman Empire and Russia 

· Russia also allied to Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria

· To summarize
· Mutual fear & distrust ( pledges of protection ( two armed camps
· Alliances made it easier to go to war (not prevent as they were intended – thought if they didn’t back up allies, they would be alienated)

C. Imperialism/Industrialization 
· Fierce competition for colonies (Africa), markets, raw materials 
· Saw colonies as points of contention and conflict
· British concern of German growth
· British + German competition for colonies
· Eco. Rivalries FR, GB + Germany
D. Nationalism – emerged French Rev. Loyalty, devotion + pride in one’s country and culture (sharing common roots, history, language + ethnicity, territory, foods, heroes, dress etc… Need to decide nat’l language, who’s ethnicity, culture, history is taught/honored)


1. WWI Nat’lism issues:

· People felt allegiance to their countries and the need to defend it

· Multi-ethnic nations (like A-H) that had 12+ethnicies are struggling to stay united.

2.  Balkans - Desire for a Slavic Kingdom (independence for Slavic people)

· A region we call the Balkans – caused conflict (many countries did not exist in 1815 and were controlled by Ottoman Empire, in 1914, some had gained independence, others controlled by different powers as Ottoman Empire had shrunk)

· This is an area with tons of conflict –Balkan War 1812-13. Ottomans lost a lot of their control.
· Slavs – ethnic group w/social, cultural, language, historical ties (includes Serbs Serbia and Russia (most but Greece and Romania) want independence for fellow Slavs
· Russia = “big brother or grandfather”

· Bosnia-Herzegovina – Slavic but controlled by Austria-Hungary (A-H – wants to keep and not give any other ideas of independence to any other groups within their kingdom)
3.  French want return Alsace Lorraine from Germany + revenge 

· Given to Germany Franco-Prussian War 1871, WWI part of Germany, France wanted back, post WWI given to France, Germany took during WWII, end of war 1945 went back to France and stayed there
II. The Spark for War


A. Assassination

· June 28 1914
· Archduke Francis Ferdinand and wife Sophia Chotek assassinated in Sarajevo

· First attempted to bomb car, thrown out
Assassin = Gavrilo Princip, Serbian? (Bosnian), member Black Hand (Union or Death) Serbian terrorist group

· (Princip under 20 so went to prison, died 1918)
III. Austrian-Hungary Reaction


A. Reaction

· Blame Serbia (Emperor and Uncle to Francis thought Serbs would stop at nothing to get a South Slav Empire)
· Also already fed up with Serbs and want to blame them

· Solution to punish Serbia

B. Action: Ultimatum to Serbia

· Issue Ultimatum July 23, 1914 – Serbia must:

· Gov. implemented in plot, “End anti-Austrian agitation or propaganda” + kill those involved in murder plot, stop protesting situation with Bosnia

· give power of investigation to Austria

Serbia: Partial Compromise agreed to all but some terms

· basically very conciliatory, and agree to most everything, but….
· Said: “surprised and pained” that the gov. is said to be responsible for events, but will hand over for trial persons implemented in act,  will punish those who speak against A-H and put out propaganda against it, some help with investigation as meets law but not as violates constitution
